
The East Coast 
Main Line: 
Vital to our region, 
in urgent need of 
investment



 The East Coast Main Line is a critical piece of   
 our transport infrastructure. It is a vital artery   
 linking North East England with not only London   
 but all the core cities of the North, midlands and   
 Scotland.

	 Once the country’s flagship railway route the   
 ECML can no longer cope with the demands   
 upon it – instead of being an asset it is now   
 holding our region back. 

 The route carries 15 million passengers from the   
 region each year with many more passing   
 through – and this number is expected to grow   
 over the next decade.

 Punctuality has been steadily declining for the   
 past five years, with hold-ups caused by other   
 trains the biggest single cause of delay.

The East Coast 
Main Line: 
Vital to our region, in urgent 
need of investment



 Between Northallerton, Newcastle and Berwick   
 the line consists of only two tracks – one in each   
 direction already at full capacity.  This means   
 long-distance high-speed services which might   
 otherwise reach speeds of 125mph must    
 compete for space with slower freight and local   
 rail services.

 A dozen slow-moving freight trains every day   
 pass down the route forcing passenger trains  
 into closely-bunched groups behind - a process   
 known as ‘flighting’.

 This fragile infrastructure sees trains frequently   
 held-up or cancelled while limited platform   
 space at stations provides a further constraint. 

 Demand for long-distance services - including   
 HS2 trains – is predicted to increase                     
 dramatically in the coming decades.  If the North  
 East is not well-connected to the UK rail network  
 its economy will be held back. 

 The North East LEP, Chamber of Commerce,   
 businesses and Local Authorities all see rail as a   
 key enabler to realise their strategic economic   
 plans. 

 We therefore believe the Government must invest  
 significantly in the ECML in the North East in      
 order to support our region’s ambitions for   
 economic growth.



The North East needs additional tracks between 
Northallerton and Newcastle to:

1 Build capacity to accommodate the extra and  
 faster trains envisaged by Transport for the  
 North (TfN) through Northern Powerhouse Rail  
 (NPR) 

2 Be “HS2 ready” by 2033 so that HS2 services  
 can run along the ECML as reliably and at the  
 same speeds as they will do on the dedicated  
 HS2 network. 

3 Be ready in the longer term to develop High  
 Speed line from North East England towards 
 Edinburgh.

4 Cope with growth in demand which is            
 happening now - even without these major in 
 frastructure projects 

TfN’s Northern Powerhouse Rail and the HS2b 
programme have begun early development work 
on what is required.  We want the Government to 
commit to provide funding for these schemes to 
enable Network Rail to develop detailed options 
to make the ECML between York and Newcastle                   
‘HS2-ready’ by 2033, and to allocate major       
infrastructure enhancement funding for the                           
period 2024-2033 to carry out the works.

For further information please contact            
community.relations@nexus.org.uk

What needs to be done? 


